CHAPTER  XVI
THE OAK
ELSEWHERE in speaking of the worship of the great European
god of the oak and the thunder I had occasion to notice the
widespread popular belief that prehistoric flint weapons are
thunderbolts which have fallen from heaven to earth.1   To
the evidence I have there cited I may here add a few details.
The subject has been discussed in a learned monograph by
the Danish scholar, Dr. Blinkenberg, from whose work I may
be allowed to quote a few passages.    " Denmark has three
portions of territory in touch with the neighbouring countries
in the east and south, each with its special kind of thunder-
stone.   In the greater part of the country, viz, in Sealand with
the neighbouring islands, in Langeland, Funen, Bornholm,
and in Vendsyssel, Mors, and the eastern parts of Jutland,
the common flint axes of the stone age or occasionally other
flint antiquities (dagger blades, even the crescent-shaped flint
saws) were the objects supposed to fall down from the skies in
thunderstorms.    Partially in Sealand and on the islands to
the south of it, Falster, Lolland, and Bornholm, belemnites
(4 fingerstones ') were regarded as thunder-stones ;  whereas
in western and southern Jutland fossilized sea-urchins passed
as such. . . . The stone protects the house in which it is
kept against strokes of lightning, ...    In  Norway  the
thunder-stone belief does not seem to have such importance as
in Denmark,   In the greater part of the country certain round
and smooth stones have been looked upon as thunder-stones ;
whereas the axes of the stone age are so regarded only in the
southern part of Norway, nearest Vendsyssel. , . . It is quite
1 The Golden Bough ? The Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings, ii. 373-
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